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     Dear Reader, 

     We are inviting contributions to the following rubrics: 

Å Research highlights (annotations) presenting the projects pursued by the members of the Consortium. 

Å Short regular papers. 

Å Proposals for collaborative research work. 

Å News from the participating institutions. 

Å Information about conferences, symposia, workshops, seminars. 

Å Programs and frameworks for an exchange of visits and mobility of researchers. Job opportunities 

(especially for young researchers, e.g. postdoctoral positions, specializations, internships). 

Å Annotations of books, conference proceedings, software and internet resources. Additions to the list of   

the recent scientific publications and conference reports at the website of the Consortium 

(http://fir.ufukui.ac.jp/Website_Consortium/publist.html ). 

Å Information and announcements about awards and nominations. 

Å Short presentations of laboratories and research groups belonging to the participating institutions. 

      Please submit your contributions to the Newsletter as well as requests for information to: 

 

Professor Toshitaka Idehara                                                                      Dr. Svilen Sabchevski 

Supervisor of International Cooperation                                                   Editor of the website and the Newsletter 

and Facilitator of the International                                                            Institute of Electronics of the Bulgarian 

Consortium                                                                                                Academy of Sciences   

FIR UF                                                                                                      IE-BAS 

idehara@fir.u-fukui.ac.jp                                                                          sabch@ie.bas.bg  
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 The Research Center for Development of Far-Infrared region at the University of Fukui 

(FIR UF Center) was established at the beginning of the academic year 1999/2000 by 

Professor Toshitaka Idehara as a founding Director. It is remarkable that at the same time a 

similar center at KIT (in Karlsruhe, Germany) led by Professor Manfred Thumm was 

created.   Soon these two institutions became longstanding research partners and 

collaborators and now share a common history. In September 1999, the first International 

Workshop on Far-Infrared Technologies (IW-FIRT 1999) was held to commemorate the foundation of FUR UF 

and to discuss the prospects for development of both the science and the technologies in the most unexplored 

region of the electromagnetic spectrum, namely the so-called THz gap. Soon afterward the FIR Center was 

recognized worldwide as one of the leaders in the development, study, and application of gyrotrons operating in 

this frequency range. From the very beginning, besides the gyrotrons many other research topics related to the 

far-infrared technologies have been pursued as well. Upon the completion of the first five-year period, an 

international panel of distinguished researchers has evaluated positively the work that has been done by the Center 

and emphasized its important role both at the national and international level. Such high appraisal based on the 

significant achievements of FIR UF in reaching its goals has open the way to the next stage. It has been marked 

by further extension of the research topics to new fields. Recognized as a leading institution the FIR Center has 

become an attractive place nationally- and internationally-wide. In the frameworks of the signed bilateral 

Agreements for Academic Exchange and Memorandums of Understanding an active international collaboration 

with many academic institutions around the world has been promoted. The first International Consortium 

organized and led by FIR UF on ñPromoting international collaboration for development and application of sub-

millimeter gyrotrons.ò Its success demonstrated clearly the advantages of such organization and in 2015 it was 

renewed in an extended format. Now, the current International Consortium for Development of High-Power 

Terahertz Science and Technology includes 13 institutions from 9 countries from all over the world. 

 

 
 

 
 

     The 20th Anniversary of the FIR Center will be commemorated publishing a booklet with a photo gallery that 

reflects its history. For many researchers who have connected their both professional and personal life with this 

institution now it is time for nice recollections. Below, we present some of the greetings and memorial notes of 

some of them.   
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